
Yahara Chain of Lakes
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Current Water Levels

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Lake-Levels

Lake Date Lake Level Summer Min Summer Max 100-year

Mendota 9/24/2020 850.50 849.60 850.10 852.8

Monona 8/22/2019 846.41 844.70 845.20 847.7

Waubesa 9/24/2020 846.11 844.50 845.00 847.0

Kegonsa 9/24/2020 843.74 843.00 843.50 845.2



Number of Days within Summer 
Minimum and Maximum Levels

Year to Date 

Lake
Average

(2008-2019) 2019 2020

Mendota 109 22 79

Monona 88 11 79

Waubesa 95 13 79

Kegonsa 80 23 80

Stoughton Dam - 206 208

March 1 – September 24 (208 days)



Annual Precipitation
Year to Date 



Slow No Wake Status

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/slownowake#

Wicawak
Bay

Wicawak Bay
July 16, 2020 to August 24, 2020



Aquatic Plant Harvesting

Species Frequency of occurrence 

within vegetated areas (%)

Frequency of 

occurrence at sites 

shallower than 

maximum depth of 

plants

Relative 

Frequency (%)

Number of 

sites where 

species 

found

Average 

Rake 

Fullness

Eurasian water milfoil 60.44 42.97 29.89 165 1.06

Curly-leaf pondweed 1.10 0.78 0.54 3 1.00

Coontail 60.81 43.23 30.07 166 1.27

Muskgrasses 2.20 1.56 1.09 6 1.00

Elodea, Common waterweed 5.13 3.65 2.54 14 1.00

Water star-grass 6.23 4.43 3.08 17 1.00

Small duckweed 2.20 1.56 1.09 6 1.17

Slender naiad 0.73 0.52 0.36 2 1.00

American lotus 1.47 1.04 0.72 4 2.00

Clasping-leaf pondweed 11.36 8.07 5.62 31 1.00

Flat-stem pondweed 7.33 5.21 3.62 20 1.00

Sago pondweed 15.75 11.20 7.79 43 1.00

Wild celery 27.47 19.53 13.59 75 1.04

Filamentous algae 49.82 35.42 * 136 1.01

*Relative frequency of Filamentous algae is no longer calculated by WI DNR

Eurasian Water Milfoil Coontail Wild Celery



Aquatic Debris Pick-up

City of Madison
Town of Westport

City of Madison
City of Monona

Lake Waubesa 
Conservation 
Association Friends of Lake 

Kegonsa Society



Task Force Recommendation Status:
Sediment Removal



Phase 1 Status

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/yahara-river-sediment-removal



Request For Bids

Phase 2 Status

Sediment Core 
Collection

Laboratory 
Contaminant Testing

Physical Sediment 
Testing

Bathymetry 
Collection

Quality Assurance
Quality Control

Permit Process
(Ch. 30, NOI, EC)

Develop 
Engineering Plans 
and Specifications

Final Model 
Verification of 

Removal Quantities

County Board 
Approval – Award 

Contract

Start Sediment 
Removal Project

Permit Applications
Preparation



Questions?


